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New Jersey State Little League
District Administrators Association




STATE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

March 14, 2026
Meeting conducted at the Slackwood Fire House, Lawrenceville, NJ
Members in Attendance:  See attached Attendance Roster
Meeting called to order by State Director at 9:05AM

1.) STATE DIRECTOR’S REPORT/MINI CONGRESS REVIEW – Carmine thanked all of those who supported him in his bid to be elected to the International Board at the recent Congress.  He then went on to explain that there are five (5) districts who will be holding DA elections in April – District 2 (Mike is not running), District 5, District 8 (Skip is not running), District 11, and District 20.  Little League has sent out the procedures and dates for these elections.  He will follow-up with the Region as to questions regarding the nomination procedures.  There is also a DA Training Series that will consist of four (4) webinars that DAs will be required to review.  He reminded all that the two year rotation for the 8-9-10 and 10-11-12 Softball State tournaments starts this year.  Applications will be discussed later in the meeting.
2.)  CONGRESS NOTES AND SUMMARY – Carmine stated that he attended the Congress and stated that it was well organized.  He suggested that the DAs share the summary and slides sent out from Little League with their league Presidents.  A brief discussion was held where some attendees voiced their likes and dislikes including, well organized, some topics overlapped.  It was also suggested that maybe they should have the participants rotate to other roundtable discussion groups instead of being with the same group for all roundtable discussions.  They commented on the large group of international representatives that attended.
3.)  FINANCIAL REPORT – John Casale presented the current Treasurer’s Report for the Association (copy attached).  He reported that all but one district (District 2) have paid their current dues and that all pin money has been received.  John also reported that we now have seven (7) state sponsors.  We then reviewed the budget to date and anticipated financial activity.

4.)  SAFETY REPORT – Jeff Altman reported that with the change in the Safety program he does not have any statistical information.  With the initiation of the SAFE Program eliminating the ASAP Program he is unsure of his role at this time.  A brief discussion was held regarding the new program and some of its procedures.  Carmine stated that he still feels there is a need for the state to have a Safety Officer as we see how this new program evolves.
5.)  UMPIRE REPORT – Warren Kleinsmith was not at the meeting but Carmine reported that due to an insurance issue the scheduled Umpire Clinic that was to be held at Rutgers in March had to be cancelled.  District 18 has volunteered and indoor facility for use for this clinic and will coordinate with Warren.  Tony Luceri reported for Warren that Section 1 will conduct an Umpire’s Clinic on April 12, 2026, and Section 4 will conduct a clinic on March 15, 2026.  As a note the March Rutgers clinic had over 80 umpires registered to attend.  It was also announced that Chris van Eerde has been selected to umpire the Little League World Series in Williamsport – Congratulations to him.  

6.) 
CHALLENGER UPDATE – George Stetser was unable to attend the meeting but Carmine spoke to him and reported that he is working with the Freehold challenger Coordinator to set up a Jamboree for some time in July.  George continues to make contact with all of the Challenger coordinators throughout the state and will work with Cesare to set up the Challenger game at the State Little League Tournament.
7.)  PROCESS FOR APPLYING FOR 2 YEAR ROTATION – Dave Koehler reported that he has received applications from East Greenwich LL for both the 8-9-10 SB State tournament and the 10-11-12 SB State tournament.  He has also been in contact with Mike LaCava (D19) who stated that he may have a league interested in the 8-9-10 tournament – he will contact Mike for additional information.  After a review of the application, the State committee unanimously approved East Greenwich LL application for the LLSB state tournaments for 2027 and 2028.  Additionally, Tony Luceri will send out a last and final request to all DAs for any interest in the 8-9-10 SB State tournament for 2027 and 2028 and extend the deadline to March 31, 2026 for application submission.  With regards to the 2028/2029 Baseball State tournaments application process, Dave will make a presentation at the State meeting in April.
8.)   2026 TOURNAMENT SITES – Dave Koehler reviewed the 2026 tournament sites and made the necessary additions and corrections..  A discussion was held regarding the 9-10-11SB State tournament and the format.  Tony Luceri will send out an email requesting that all DAs be prepared to identify if they will have any participants in this tournament.    Depending on the number of teams involved it is anticipated that this tournament will have a four team State tournament – if there are only three sections participating then the host district will be the fourth representative.  The format will be decided at the April State meeting.
9.)  2026 JOE GRAZIANO STATE TOURNAMENT – Cesare (via telephone) reported that preparations are being made by Cresskill LL.  It will be played on a turf field.  The banquet will be held at Biaggio’s in Paramus.  They are planning to conduct the Challenger Game as well as the Home Run Derby.  He will give additional information at the State meeting in April.  
10.)  OLD BUSINESS – None.

11.) NEW BUSINESS - 

a. State HR Derby Rules – Bill Gore suggested that in light of some problems at last year’s HR Derby, some rule changes need to be made.  After a brief discussion, Carmine will update the rules and forward them to Tony Luceri for inclusion on the State website.
b.  7/8 Year Old Softball Logistics – A North and South host must be identified at the State meeting in April.  Additionally, Tony will send out a notice to all DAs to identify how many teams will be participating in this years tournament.  It was proposed that for the inaugural year, a North Champ vs. South Champ game be played.  
c. Status of District 2 – Carmine reported that Mike Phillips will continue to be the DA until his term expires in December and that he will not seek reelection.  Carmine will contact Mike regarding the unpaid dues for this year.
d. Future Location of State Meetings – A brief discussion was held regarding the relocation of future State meetings to the Slackwood Firehouse in Lawrenceville, NJ.  Pros included less expensive than Forsgate and Cons included location.  It was suggested that we present this option to the membership at the next State meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:10AM:
Respectfully submitted: 

Tony Luceri, State Information Officer 

ATTACHMENTS: as stated 


